Our Neighborhood
Loving People AND Place

Elmhurst & Corona

Elmhurst and Corona represent the most ethnically
and linguistically diverse communities in the United
States. Our neighbors come from across the globe,
speaking a multitude of languages and dialects
though many are predominantly from Central and
South America and East, South- and Southeast Asia.
The richness in the diverse visual arts, food,
customs, dance, festivals, and much more is often
beyond our imagination.
The huge diversity in culture and experiences also
presents uniquely layered challenges for our
families. Some of these barriers are highlighted
below and, along with many others, can often
isolate families and exacerbate a loss of
community. In the face of unprecedented
challenges, we celebrate the faith, hope, and
resilience of our neighbors who see and support
each other to build community.
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Neighborhood Guide
For many individuals, the immediate association between Elmhurst and COVID-19 is with Elmhurst Hospital and the
devastation in the surrounding community which marked our neighborhood as the “Epicenter of the Epicenter”.

At the height of the pandemic, especially in the first few months, alongside the heartache and loss was the
outpouring of care and concern from within the community with and for each other. The beauty of community
and connection can be seen through neighbors that stepped into the gaps,
stores, and vendors responding to a community in need, and schools pivoting to
connect, liaise and advocate for their students and families. Local parks
transitioned into de facto community centers and community backyards where
pop-up events distributed emergency goods, supplies, and much-needed
information and resources while neighbors used the open space for exercise, a
change of scenery, or to stay connected to real-live people.
The beauty of community spirit can be seen in the
places highlighted on our map - people, places, and
businesses that worked together to help one another
through an unprecedented crisis. As our neighbors and
city continue to move ahead into new seasons and new
opportunities and needs move ahead in urgency and
priorities, we honor and acknowledge what we have collectively
overcome. We invite you to use this guide to know our neighbors
more deeply. Use it to guide you on a prayer walk in our community.
Scan the QR code for a list of even more people, places, and organizations who were and
continue to be a source of help and hope in the community.
* These restaurants partnered with our Young Governors to provide food vouchers that were distributed to the local homeless community.
Rincon Criollo
40-09 Junction Blvd, Corona
Provided over 2,000 meals each week to
frontline workers and staff at Elmhurst
hospital.

Primos Bakery Auténtico Pan Mexicano
47-18 Junction Blvd, Corona
Quickly pivoted operations to donate
food to local community fridges and
continues to donate today.

“Julio”, Street Vendor Near Walgreens - Broadway*
82-77 Broadway, Elmhurst
Julio donated goods and offered discounts to local
organizations for emergency food distribution efforts. His
generosity continues to this day.

Coco Malaysian Cuisine*
82-69 Broadway, Elmhurst
During peak pandemic, Coco lowered their
prices in order to be more affordable for a
community, many who lost jobs and wages.

I.S. 5 - The Walter Crowley Intermediate School
50-40 Jacobus St, Elmhurst
A teacher at this school discovered and helped launch
the Tech 4 Families initiative with New Life CDC, which
provided more than 160 digital devices to students in
need.

Josefina's
84-40 Grand Ave, Elmhurst
Jesus, the owner of Josefina’s, partnered
with New Life CDC to distribute groceries to
neighbors in need, helping many individuals
and families.

Elmhurst Hospital
79-01 Broadway, Elmhurst
Ground Zero of the COVID-19 Pandemic
Elmhurst Hospital was designated as one of only a few
receiving hospitals for coronavirus patients, limiting
the toll on other institutions. At one point during the
pandemic, they were the hardest-hit hospital not only
in New York City, but in the country.

Frank D. O'Connor Playground
79-01 Broadway, Elmhurst
Frank D. O’Connor Playground offered
many frontline workers and families from
Elmhurst Hospital fresh air. Pop-up
pantries, meals-to-go, and distribution
events for PPE supplies became routine
throughout the pandemic.

